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Serving the underserved
The story of mapping Cairo’s integrated Metro, Bus and 
Informal transit network.

Egyptian citizens waiting for a bus at an Informal Bus Station at Gamee’t El-Dowal boulevard



Humble start in Cairo (2015)
Transport for Cairo (TfC)
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Digital Cairo Project Phase 1 - (August 2017)

October 3, 2017



Integrated Metro, Bus and Paratransit network



Beyond Mapping Workshop (August 2018)
GTFS was developed in 2005 as a collaboration between TriMet & Google. It is a way to map 
public transit systems in a language understood by software.

GTFS was developed in 2005 as a 
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Highway Stop

Me7war highway connecting Cairo the City with the Sheikh Zayed and 6th of October suburbs



2012

Image Courtesy: NASA Goddard Space Flight Center Image by Reto Stöckli (land surface, shallow water, clouds). Enhancements by Robert Simmon (ocean color, compositing, 
3D globes, animation). Data and technical support: MODIS Land Group; MODIS Science Data Support Team; MODIS Atmosphere Group; MODIS Ocean Group Additional 

data: USGS EROS Data Center (topography); USGS Terrestrial Remote Sensing Flagstaff Field Center (Antarctica); Defense Meteorological Satellite Program (city lights).



1968 Image Courtesy Nasa



Image Courtesy NasaPolicy Gap #1

Public Transport is invisible



Google Maps. (2018). Greater Cairo Region / Transport for Cairo
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Housing policy
New Desert Communities 'NDC' 

Let’s talk about accessibility



Walkable



non-motorized transport NMT 
infrastructure



Friday Prayers - by car



Can you spot people? (or the Suzuki?)
Policy Gap - New urban developments have an accessibility problem







Estimated Travel Time









Transport for Cairo: An urban mobility lab

Geographic  
mapping

Temporal  
Modelling

System 
Adequacy

?
Qualitative 
Research

Research Product



&&

We’ve benefited from this network



Policy paper

Cairo Urban Bus Study Future Data Collection ?



Thank you

Passengers sitting in crowded bus stop in Downtown, Cairo

Address 
4 Road 160 (Borg Reham),  
Floor 8, Apt. 602 
Maadi 
Cairo 
Egypt

Contacts 
Mohamed Hegazy 
m.hegazy@transportforcairo.com 
EG: (+2)  0 1001422068 
FR: (+33) 7 69 14 90 75 
www.transportforcairo.com

Have a break’ and let others 
wrestle with traffic
Passengers sitting in crowded bus stop in Downtown, Cairo

mailto:m.hegazy@transportforcairo.com

